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Senator Urquhart, Anne asked:

The Commonwealth focusses on specific things in the EPBC Act. How do you know the States 
have the correct level of knowledge and experience in these areas? Has this information been 
gathered? Audited?

Answer:

To ensure State and Territory governments are familiar with EPBC Act requirements, the 
Department has a range of measures in place:

o Assessment bilateral agreements have been established between the 
Commonwealth and each jurisdiction. These stipulate the legal obligations of State 
and Territory governments under the EPBC assessment process.

o Out-posted Departmental officers have been embedded on a temporary basis with 
the Queensland, Western Australia, NSW and ACT Governments. 

o Senior Officers Committee meetings are held regularly between the 
Commonwealth and other jurisdictions.

o The Department regularly develops and updates various statutory plans, policies, 
guidelines and spatial datasets to provide information and guidance on matters of 
national environmental significance.


